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Growing up in a very Irish family, Claddaghs were
everywhere. My dad’s wedding ring is a Claddagh.
Almost every anniversary gift that my dad got for my
‘mom was from the Irish shop, and consisted of some
form of a Claddagh. My grandma had the Claddagh
in various forms. It was a symbol that was part of my
family,and from a young age I fell in love with the story
and symbolism behind it. I would like to share that
story with you.

In Claddagh, Ireland, a fishing village, there was a
young man and woman who were just a week away
from being married. Pirates came into their vil-
lage and took the men to sell them into slavery. Mr.
Richard Joyce, the young man who was to be married,
was sold to a Turkish goldsmith'. While he was work-
ing for this goldsmith, he never forgot about his true
love back home. He crafted” a ring that he hoped to
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eventually’ return home

and give to the love of his \\\
life. This ring is now called

the Claddagh. He was eventu-
ally freed from slavery, and was
able to return home. When he got home he found his
love and gave her the ring. After receiving the ring,
they got married and their love lasted" forever. .. The
Claddagh has been such an important part of my her-
itage, and I am excited to share it with my children in
the future. It is one of the most beautiful symbols of
love. T hope that you will go out and share this story
with other people!
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